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The Galil, in the north of Israel, is the most 
deprived region in the country. Life expectancy 
is eight years shorter, and infant mortality 
rates are higher, than in the centre of Israel. 
Shockingly, 45% of children live below the 
poverty line.

UJIA is working to change that: education can 
break cycles of poverty and deprivation that 
have run through families for generations. 

Over the page, you’ll see the difference that  
a UJIA-supported project made to Eliav’s life. 

For thousands of children and young people 
like Eliav, an intervention now can change the 
whole trajectory of their lives. 

It’s a remarkable gift to give anyone, and it’s 
one you can make this Kol Nidre.
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Eliav’s father walked out on the family, sending  
the five-year-old boy into an emotional tailspin.  
How were things turned around?

Moran Menachem grew up in Kiryat Ata near Haifa and 
moved to Merom HaGalil two years ago. But her husband 
walked out on her six months ago, leaving her alone with 
their five-year-old son.

From that moment on, my son started misbehaving,” says 
Moran. “He started hitting. He became very aggressive. 
The kindergarten said he was a danger to himself and to 
the other children. He was assessed by a psychologist 
and sent to the Early Childhood Centre.”

Merom HaGalil is very troubled socially and economically, 
with high unemployment and around one third of 
households under the care of welfare services. 

UJIA joined forces with The Rashi Foundation and the 
local council to construct a state of the art campus 
including a new school building, a modern sports hall  
and the Early Childhood Centre.

Eliav’s having therapy for emotional problems and also  
being treated by the occupational therapist,” says Moran. 
“He’s only been with them for about six weeks, but you 
can already see the results. It’s amazing. He’s a different 
child. He doesn’t really know the days of the week but 
when it gets to Tuesday morning he wakes me up and 
says: ‘Mum, it’s Hadass and Sharon day, get up quick.’

At kindergarten, the other children wouldn’t come near 
him because he would hit them. Now they sit and play 
with him. In the morning they gather round him to say 
hello. It’s really heart-warming. Before, he would just sit 
there alone.

He’s changed so much. He’s stopped hitting completely. 
He’s so much more attentive, so much more patient.  
It’s like they gave my son back to me,” she says.
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It’s lIKe tHeY GAve  
MY soN bACK to Me.
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